
 
 
 

 
 
The speaker series this year ends with 
shifting the final day to Friday in order 
to join together as families and 
experience this powerful living stations 
of the cross.  This evening is open and 
encouraged for all families, all ages to 
witness. 
     For many years, the youth have 
been leading the Living Stations of the 
Cross on the last Friday of Lent prior to 
Palm Sunday.  
     Comments from previous years: 
very moving, prayerful,  touching, 
emotional,  I cry, It is hard to 
comprehend when I see Mary holding 
Jesus in her arms. 
     Experience this journey on the road 
to Golgotha in the presence of Jesus. 
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      Speaker Series committee: 
 
 

  St. James Catholic Church 
  305 Washington 
  St. Jacob, IL 62281 

 

Eugene and Judy Touchette 
618-644-2820       ejtouchette@hometel.com 
 

Janet Highlander  
618-792-0904      rjhighlander77@gmail.com 

 
 St. Jerome Catholic Church 
 511 South Main 
 Troy, IL 62294 

 

Angeline Clark-Hellon  
618 667-7198              aclarkh@gmail.com 
 

Sr. Linda Mary DeLonais O.P.   
618-667-6571 slindamary@stjeromeparish.org 

Speaker Series Info: 
 
 The speaker series is FREE of charge.  

Funding for the speakers and this series 
is being provided through our diocese’s 
Harvest of Thanks, Springtime of Hope 
campaign for adult faith formation. 

 

 Five Thursdays and one Friday of 
Lent:  

     February 27      March   5        March 12 

     March     19      March 26        April     3 

 
 The first two presentations are held at St. 

James (St. Jacob, IL), and the remaining  
     four are held at St. Jerome (Troy, IL). 
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April 3 (Friday)  

6:45 p.m. @ St. Jerome   

St. Jerome and St James Youth and 
Young Adults share: 
 

Living Stations of the Cross 
 

The evening begins with a 6 pm 
meal in St. Joseph hall.  At 6:45 we 
move into the church for this final 
Lenten stations of the cross.  

March 26  6:45  p.m. @ St. Jerome 

Dr. Mohammad Kibria shares:  

Being Muslim in today’s world   
 

There are poorly understood ideas of what the 
Islam faith centers around.  After September 11, 
2001, many Christians easily slipped into labeling, 
mistrust, and profiling.  Shift the focus this  
evening and come see our Muslim neighbors as 
friends, not enemies. 

Thank you to many women of the parish 

and to the St. Ann’s Council of Catholic 

Women for the meals and hospitality.  

As one of the founding 
members of the Metro-East 
Interfaith Partnership, Dr. 
Kibria continues to invite the 
local Muslim community into 
dialogue with the local  
community. Dr. Kibria is a 
co-founder, officer and former president of the 
Belleville Mosque.  While a devout Muslim, Dr. 
M.G. Kibria is a relentless advocate for good will 
between religious faiths, ethnic groups and na-
tions. He accepts countless invitations to ex-
plain his faith to a wide array of groups, youth 
and adults. He is a proud and patriotic U.S. citi-
zen, though he was born in East Pakistan, now 
Bangladesh. The Liberty Bell Award is given 
each year by local bar associations to honor 
outstanding citizens within the local community. 
Dr. Kibria was awarded this honor in 2017.  
 A studious scholar, Dr. Kibria holds several 
degrees from several institutions spanning the 
disciplines of economics, political science, an-
thropology, psychology, sociology, and criminol-
ogy.  A healthy part of his studies involves 
SIUE, where he cofounded the universities' In-
ternational Student Association. He serves on 
the faculty of McKendree University, Kaskaskia 
College, Lincoln Land Community College and 
Southwestern Illinois College.  
Other facts: He met his future wife, Mahlina of 
28 years at the Oz Night Club.  Dr. Kibira at-
tended Catholic schools. He even adds an 
11th commandment to live by: Thou shall not 
facebook.  He plays a mean harmonica.   

Expl ore your fai th 

 th is  Len t….. 

First 5 Thursdays of Lent and  
the last Friday of Lent  ~ 2020 
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March 5, 6:45 p.m. @ St. James 
 Young people share:  

 

The faith life in today’s young church 

Sr. Mila is a native of La 
Oroya, Peru.  She joined 
the Dominican sisters of 
Springfield in 1995. After 
some years of ministry in 
the rural areas of the 
Central Andes of Peru, 
she has taught seminari-
ans at the Seminary Juan 

XXIII in Lima, Peru and at the University 
of Saint Mary of the Lake/Mundelein  
Seminary while completing a Doctorate in 
Biblical Studies at the Ecole Biblique et 
Archeologique Française. She learned her 
7th language in order to complete her 
Doctorate. She participated in the  
process of preparation of the Synod of the 
Amazon in Peru (2017-2018) through the 
Instituto Bartolome de las Casas (IBC) 
Peru. She is currently serving as 2nd 
Councilor for the Dominican Sisters of 
Springfield. 
 St. Jerome parish is no stranger to 
Sr. Mila.  She visited 20 years ago when 
visiting from Peru.  Sisters Linda Mary, 
Adele and Marion lived in what is the  
current Main office. At that time very little 
English was the Peruvian sisters’  
experience and very little Spanish was 
known by the U.S. sisters.   A day at  
Six Flags broke many barriers! 

In order for each parish to prepare, 
please R.S.V.P. via the website: 

www.StJeromeParish.org 
OR turn in the R.S.V.P. form to 

the offertory basket or office 

Child care available.  
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February 27, 6:45 p.m. @ St. James 

Fr. Kevin Laughery shares: 

Thank you to the  

Ladies of St. James for the meals  

and hospitality. 

March 12, 6:45 p.m. @ St. Jerome 
 Dr. Larry LaFond shares: 

Luke 19:1-10  
 

"Saving Zaccheus" 
 

Just in time for tax season! See what happens 
when Jesus shocks everyone by dining under  
the roof of a notorious tax collector, showing us 
unequivocally that Jesus came to seek and save 
the lost--even Zaccheus, even us.  

Vatican II: The Positive Council 
 

Councils of all the world’s Catholic bish-
ops, in union with the Pope, the Bishop of 
Rome, have been convoked twenty times 
in our history, to deal with doctrinal or 
disciplinary disputes.  In 1959, St. John 
XXIII, on the other hand, announced the 
21st council on a positive note, seeking 
unity among Christians and guiding the 
Church into a sustained discussion of the 
very identity of the Church and its  
involvement with the entire world. 

March 19, 6:45  p.m. @ St. Jerome 

Sr. Mila A. Diaz Solano, OP shares: 
John 9:1-41 

Challenges carried to the global 
Church from the  

Synod of the Amazon. 
Discover connections of the healing of 
the blind man with the healing needed 
in the Amazonian region of our earth.  

Dr. Larry LaFond has 
been a professor at 
Southern Illinois Universi-
ty Edwardsville for the last 
19 years, during which he 
has served in a number of 
positions, including Chair 
of the Department of  
English Language and 
Literature and Associate 

Dean of the College of Arts and Sciences.  His 
focus is on teaching and research in linguistics. 
From 1986 to 2009, he served as an ordained 
pastor in the Evangelical Lutheran Church in 
America, first in parishes in Northern Minnesota 
and North Dakota, later as a Chaplain in the US 
Navy, and finally, in a variety of pulpit supply roles 
as he shifted his career to academia. Dr. LaFond's  
theological preparation began as an  
undergraduate at Concordia College in St. Paul, 
MN, where he majored in Greek and Hebrew. His 
Master of Divinity was also completed in St. Paul 
at Luther-Northwestern Theological Seminary. 
Later, he completed coursework for a Doctor of 
Ministry degree through Lutheran Theological 
Seminary in Philadelphia. Outside of theology, Dr. 
LaFond received his MA in Applied Linguistics 
from Old Dominion University and his PhD in  
Linguistics from the University of South Carolina. 
In January of 2011, Dr. LaFond and his wife, Deb, 
made the journey from Lutheranism into the  
Catholic Church. They are now members of  
St. Jerome Parish. 

    Younger 
generations 
of Catholics 
have varied 
experiences 
growing up in 
a post- 
Vatican II 
church.  New 
traditions 
have formed, 
older ones were never experienced and 
carry little meaning.   
     Come hear from a panel of younger 
Catholics from St. James and St. Jerome. 
What gives meaning and life to them in 
today’s Church?  Where do they see and 
experience Jesus in their daily lives?  
     The panel includes Catholics from both 
Gen Z (up to age 23) and Millennial (ages 
24– 39) generations. There will be college 
and post college Generation Z adults as 
well as single millennials and those with 
young families. 

    Younger audience members, connect 
with these young people, or share your 

own experience as we 
go to open mic.  
Church elders, listen to 
this vibrant young 
church and join in 
sharing and asking 
questions of these 
young people as they 
experience the church 
in the world and 
today’s signs of the 
times. 

Thank you to the  

Troy Knights of Columbus Council 9266 

For greeting and set-up.  

Father Kevin Laughery, 
who grew up in the  
Decatur area, became 
pastor of Troy St. Jerome 
and St. Jacob St. James in 
2017.  Before coming 
here, he served parishes 
in the Springfield area for 
34 years while working in 

the diocesan Office for Tribunal Services, and 
was in charge of the tribunal from 2005 to 2017.    
He continues serving as a tribunal judge. 
 
He writes for Sunday Missal Service in Quincy, 
and has a regular column, A Big Small World, in 
Catholic Times. 
 
Father Kevin is particularly interested in work 
against racism, efforts toward Christian unity, 
and interaction with people of non-Christian  
religions. 
 
He also likes to sing. 

Parents of young children: Take advantage of 

these Thursdays for yourself.  Bring your  

children for supper and let them stay with a 

childcare provider right on the premises.  Please 

let the committee know if you are bringing  

children so we plan accordingly. 


